PRESS RELEASE

Formal Statement of Objection to the Remarks and Activities of Prof. Ali
Khan Mahmudabad During a Time of National Security

The undersigned respectfully submits this representation to place on record a matter of grave
public and constitutional concern arising from a recent statement made by Prof. Ali Khan
Mahmudabad, Associate Professor at Ashoka University. Upon close and reasoned examination, it
is our considered view that the statement is not only legally and ethically problematic but also
reveals a deeply embedded mala fide intent aimed at destabilizing communal harmony,

undermining institutional integrity, and eroding gender equity in the public sphere.

At the outset, it may be noted that while the statement appears—superficially—to fall within the
protective ambit of Article 19(1)(a) of the Constitution of India, it veils, beneath the veneer of
dialectic sophistication, a calibrated attempt to introduce disaffection towards the State by framing
critical national security operations in communal terms. The expression, rather than engaging in
bona fide academic critique, seeks to weaponize public sentiment by constructing a narrative of

marginalization and purported State hypocrisy.

Particularly concerning is the manner in which Prof. Mahmudabad’s commentary projects a
patriarchal worldview which is inherently adversarial to the constitutional promise of gender
equality under Articles 14 and 15. The subtext of his rhetoric operates on a reductionist logic that
casts women—notably those in uniformed service—not as autonomous agents of State action, but
as symbolic instruments co-opted to legitimize purportedly communal agendas. This view is
regressive, gender-disempowering, and contrary to both legal norms and societal progress. By
implicitly questioning the legitimacy and agency of Colonel Sofia Qureshi, a decorated officer of
the Indian Armed Forces, and her visible participation in Operation Sindoor and associated press
briefings, Prof. Mahmudabad does more than critique policy—he undermines the individual
dignity and institutional authority of a woman officer who has rendered distinguished service to

the nation.

His commentary, by framing her presence as performative or tokenistic, attempts to delegitimize
her role under the guise of intellectual deliberation. This veiled form of misogyny cloaked in

pseudo-academic inquiry amounts, effectively, to the erasure of women’s agency in spheres of



national importance. Further, the professor’s use of rhetorical devices—ostensibly meant to
unearth ‘hypocrisies’— reveals a more insidious strategy of political one-upmanship. The selective
invocation of socio-political grievances, while ignoring the context and complexity of
constitutional duty, suggests a deliberate intent to distort public discourse for adversarial gain.
Such speech, in the current context, not only impugns the integrity of national institutions but also
fosters cynicism regarding the genuine and commendable contributions of individuals such as
Colonel Qureshi. It is imperative to note that our Constitution does not countenance the liberty to
speak with the intent to mislead, malign, or undermine the values it seeks to preserve. Article 19(2)
permits reasonable restrictions on speech in the interests of public order, the security of the State,
and the dignity of individuals, especially where such speech serves to distort reality, provoke
communal tension, and reinforce patriarchal stereotypes that are incompatible with the vision of a

progressive, inclusive Republic.

In light of the foregoing, we respectfully urge the Honorable Supreme Court to take serious
cognizance of the broader socio-legal implications of Prof. Mahmudabad’s statement. At a time
when the nation is making concerted strides towards gender parity in defence and governance,
such statements threaten to undo hard-won gains by reasserting outdated paradigms through veiled

academic rhetoric.

We submit that this issue warrants urgent and careful scrutiny, not only from the perspective of
communal harmony and national integrity, but also through the lens of gender justice and

constitutional fidelity.

Jai Hind!
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