__ please refer to your request No. MOEAF/R/E/ 24/00328 dated 5.3.2024 éeeking-
the following documents: : :

i) MEA’'s Summary b—ackgrou-nd note for meeting of the Informal Consultative
Committee (March 1968). ' '
iiy  Record of Discussion of meeting between then Foreign Secretary and then

_ Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu in June 1974. - i

.2, Inthis context, | am dlrected to forward the copies of these two documents to

I

you. The same are enclosed herewith.

Yours Sincerely,

{Ajay Jain}
Under Secretary
CNV& division

- 12.3.2024

./
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) ﬁaeting of Informal Coasultative Coanlittee (12.3.68)

Subject for discussion proposed by Shri B.K.P. Sinhas

The Katchathivu island in the Palk Stralts and
the dispute regarding the soverelgnty over this

e

BACKGROUND NOTE -

Katchathivu is a small uninhabited island about 1
& ile long-and about 300 yards across. It is situated in the
® palk Bay at a'distance of about 18 miles frou Raneshwaraa
island, 10.5 miles from p&1ft island (Ceylon) and 20.1 miles .
£ rrom Mannar Coast (Ceylon). The island 1s covered with
®  thorny shrubs and there is practically no vegetation. “The
~ only structure on the island is a small Roman Catholic church i
with a tiled roof. jAn extension recently built proyides some - |,
shelter against sun and rain, Roman Catholic fisheraen are %
gaid ‘Po have constructed the church and the extension; natin- i
nality of these persons or thé date of construction are not e b
known. Just outside the structure, there is a smnall statue
of St. Anthony on a brick and cement base. There is no fresh ¥
‘water on-the island. A circular tank has been constructed to | .
store fresh water for the use of the pilgrims who visit the !
island for the annual festival held in .arch. _ g
2. There are no inhabitants on the island which<is used g |
-
:

by fishermen, most of whon ars from Indla and a ﬁewﬁfrom

- Ceylon, during the fishing season which lasts from February

E Yo April. It has been alleged by the Ceylonese aunthorities

: ‘that 1ilicit imaigrants from India use the island as a hide.

out prior to their entry into Ceylon. _ - P B

B« Thé political status of the island has been-a matters * -1 i

of controversy for over 50 years- It is part of the landed # 7 § @
property of the Raja of Raanad. - The Government of Jafras have |

~ %aken over the entire properiy of the Raja and the State o |
_povernment clailm that fthe island is part of Madras State, - =+ 4 !

4.~ The question of the ownership of the island had coume
up for discussion at a conference on fishing Tights held in
1921 between representatives of India {including representa-
tives. of the (overnment of. Madras) and Geyion. The then
governnent of- Tndia accepted the Ceylonese claim Yo the island
subject Yo the Zamindari rights of the Raja ol Raanad and *©
 intimated the Secretary of State for India accordingly. Sihce
the Conference in 1921 concerned fishing rights and delimita-
- tion of waters between India and Ceylon, the proceedings appear i
to fhiave been forwarded to the pdmirality in U.K. They raised -
certain objections and the sscretary of State, therefore, did
not ratify the proceedings of the Conference, The miber was
allowed~tc rest the guestion of spvereignty was-not touehed
in this Conference. ] _
. The Government of Ceylon have, however, exercised

,,”__ﬁe_fagtg contrel over the island.znd exercises by Ceylon
S R ; : - Defence Forces.,

R

aanﬂz‘/_
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pefence forces are faid to have been held on the island.
Soon aftev Indepenuence, the Hoyal Indian Navy intimateﬂ"
the Goverﬁment of Ceylon its 1ntent10n of holdlng certain
exercises Ou the island. * The Government of Ceylon statved
that the prior perm1531on of the Government of- Ceylon was
necessary before the exercises could be held. The
exercises were mot held, _ ' : o 7 own T, -
7.  The issuc came up egain in 1955 when the Dlrector
of Civil Aviation in Ceylon intinated to his counter-part
in India that Royal Ceylon Air Force WOuld carry oOuw Some
gunnery practice on the island. This intimation is said
to have been given as the area fell under Madras Flight
Information deglon. Te Indian authorities replied that
the matter was under consideration.

8. The Civil Aviation authorities .in India geferred
the matter to the Ministry of External Affairs éor
clarification regarding the ownership of the island. . While
the matter was still under examination, there was a press
report inCeylon that the Director of Civil Aviation in
-Ceylon proposea to authorise the Ceylonese Air Force to
use the 1sland for gunnery practice. The Indian ngh
Cormissioner took up the matter with the Ceylonese
authorities and requested therm not to implemenf this
decision till further particulars were available regarding
the ownershlp of the island. He also referred,tpe.matter
to the Ministry.

10.  Questions have been tabled 1n the past 1n the
Parllament on this subject and the answer has been that
the time was not opportune for discussing. it with the
Ceylonese ¢ authorltles.

e

i1, The legal aspects of the question are’ﬁighl?“ﬁbﬂpT@x;"““*

The questlon had been considered in sone detail in this

Ministry., No'clear conclusions could he drawn:as to ‘the

‘strength of either India's or Ceylon's clain to soverelgnty

over the island. For. the sake of convenience a note record-

ed by the then Commonwgalth Secretary, Shri Y.D. Gundevia,

in response to a minute from the late Prime Minister,
i = G s
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& opri Jaewaharlal Nehru is included, as annexure I. The up-

: sﬁOt was that, even though our late ¥rime Minister, Sh¥i . ...

iﬁﬂehru,'wahted to settle the matter one way or the other, it.

- s considered that the situation at that time (May 1961)
25 not propitious for discussing the matter with Ceylon .
This was primarily‘béeause of the disturbed internal

—  gituation in Ceyloh. For the sake .of convenieﬁce,ithe text
of Shri Nehru's observations on Siri Gundevia's note are

given below :-

"I attach no importance at all to this little
island and I would have no hesitation in giving
up our claim to it. T -do not like matters like
this pending indefinitely and being raised again
and again in Parliament. '

"It is true that with the present eonditio%é in
Ceylon as they are, this is not the right time to
raise any matter with themn. o

sa/- J. Nehru"
10.5.61

(F.No.14(1)-BC(c)56, p.64-notes).

i1. As regards the international law aspects of the
question, an extract from a note recorded by Dr. K. Xrishna
Rao, Joint Secretary (L&T) in 1960 is given helow :

nJudged purely from the evidentiary value of
competing claims, I submitted above that those of
Ceylon are more substantial. On the other -hend, it
may be noted that India has a good legal case, which
could be argued with considerable force. I am not
suggesting that we have no case at all. 1 submit ~
that our legal case “in this connection may be used
to obtain fishing rights around the island".

(File No.14(1)-BC(C)/65, p.136-corr. )

The then Attorney General, Shri M.C, Setalvad, in his
opinion had indicated as follows
- "The natter -is by no means clear or free from
difficulty but on the assessment of the whole
evidence it appears to me that the balance lies

in favour of concluding that the sovereignty of
the island was and is in Imdia'.

(Opinion of 19th October, 1958; F.No.14(1)/BC(C)/56,p.111icorr)

i
i A
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Ministry of External Affairs

&

In a Minute dated 13.4.61, the Prime Minister had
psked why we did not take up the questlon of the Kachch
rhivu island with the Ceylon Government and settle it one
way Or another.

_ 2, I regret I have delayed answering the questicn; but
I this was because I thought I would expalin matters to V.M,
; personally, and this has not been possible because of the

P.M, 's other preoccupations.

3. " We have periodically debated whether we should take
up this issue with Ceylon or not, almost every tinme a
question is asked in TParliament, and there is a question
in the Lok Sabha every Session. Two reasons, mainly, have
led us to feel that the matter had hbest he left alome:

(a) It is not certain that ovr claim to the island
can be easily established in law. The legal aspect of our
rights on the island have been examined exhaustively and the
conclusion seems to be that our case is not strong - it may
be, at best, fifty - fifty.

(b) The completely unstable pelitical situation in
Ceylon, constantly since 1957, it is felt, is not the right
atmosphere for any honest, healthy discussion. I once
raised this with the late Mr. Bandarnaike, on my own
initiative, and all he said to me was, very typloally, i
leave it alone, for goodness sake, my dear man! Ceylont
newspapers, once in a way, come out with this issuej; but
the Ceylon Government has never suggested a discussion in
recent years.

4. When the Ceylon Government is not anxious to

discuss the issue, I would submit that it would not be in
our interest to take the initiative and risk having to give
up the islend., It is an uninhabited little cluster of
rocks and sand (with the ruing of a @hristian Church on it)
and is not really important to anybody, except sometimes

as a refuge for fishermen - or illicit immigrants!

Sd/- Y.D. Gundevia
10.5.1961, !

PM.
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Percion Becretarys enpi Fewzl Singh, accerpanied by

!lz"&ﬂiﬁr, Historicsl Division, Shri B.X.Basgu, called on

the Ghm; Hinister of Temil Hadu., Shrd HJlaruns snidhi, 8%
the uecmt“rmﬁ Gﬁ”feveﬂce Ro0m, mri& at,CeoxLe, Yadras

on 1% Jime,‘%?:’?é at 11.00 a,m. &t the nqetm@, which lasted
for pore than an hour, the Chisf ¥ iﬁis?ser ¥as aB.:Luﬁ«ﬁ by
the Tenil Fadu Chief Secrstorys ahri I’,Sab¢nagabam aﬁ& E.ater
_azrsa Yy the Hong S&ﬁtﬁ?}’f Shyi S*P.ﬁzﬂbrasﬁ,. -

hfter the ex&haﬁga of courtesies, "Ebreign Secre t&ry

| Jexpﬁaine& the FA’:@G% nﬁ his vis ﬁ;, Rece%liﬁ,_, the aTks
e had fn New T)elhi vit?rz the ﬂhiﬁf semi‘r&ﬂ’ on' 13 Qc’traher
4873 &nd with the Chisf Searetu‘rzr ani otber ﬁ*‘fmﬁ_,ls of
Temil Hadu Government 4n Hadyus on 34 October, 1973 befare
T the Inaﬁ—ésr‘i Tanks official lsvel talks 4n Colembo o0 .,
'15-% Ocbobers 1975, Foredgn Seopetary sais that the pRrpoEe. VT
was to- keep the Yamil Hadu. Government fully. snfornmed of fhe
gevelopnents in Hhe talks vith Syi Tguke end geb the bonafit
.nf the ?iﬁl’ﬁ and gugrestions- of *,ﬁaa ;amil ﬁaﬂn authbritias. oy

--,----:5, Eﬁg-e:gn saa;@my fhon gEve o yeSume ‘of the talks BE1E R
glomto iﬂ'-ﬂﬁtﬁ'ﬁég\.ﬂ‘ﬁ, wideh copsisted nainly of & ﬁ«ae, g

e ‘ené full exchange of ihe yious by both gides on the | o S

gssue 0f soversiguiy ver Eachchabivas At these Lalks, %ita ! P,

- Indisn side m&mmﬁ a8 strong g CABSE. as pnssi’.iﬂa on the

pasis of the evidgrice collected at yorious yécord rsffiﬂ‘es iﬁ

Tondon; The Hegue, Go2 end Tenil Fadu( ladras and Reman

ATEne _.apnwazaﬁ.
‘e Tndden case rested ma:ml.y on the clzim of te Raﬁa ot %

. pommsd that thn islmﬁ aef Kachehatism helanga& £0° him ffma

Coddme $mmemopial @l formed pa?‘é of the zamindari &6 graﬁtea

_4# him Yy the Basi India Conpeny 43 1808, It is aﬁmﬁﬁm

4n tast capac:,tsx that he exercised the ‘pights nok- ‘OHiLy over
Eaahchﬁti’m but slso 4y yeinbion . ip fishery and other i‘eﬁemr»’es

T 4n it sren ﬁujﬁiﬁmg the setand . . The Raje ex:erciseﬁ thete

- pights ¢ﬁmtiguau31y and m‘aﬁzﬁarﬁ!pteal? from. 3&75 "o 194‘&&5
§s eviﬁeme.ﬁ, 'ir ‘tYie wapious l{aa..taﬁ execu&:aa for i;hec ﬁ.ﬁ’nisag

al ‘Qfﬂ-‘"?)

.
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O P R PR SR oobion 08 U g 720 Lo and QLBOE B Hpd AT ey Ing

e LA IS CERRS 5 Lelcn OV in 1542 ?ﬁ’?iuif‘wv&rﬂmegh i adrss
n— 3 3 k EE RPN o % 5 oy 4 Lte OVET ¥ 18 DI Oy
unaer the Latedes Ehelition f'u’.,'{'.-\,i’J*'-r‘:-u‘} “lhp TLEZOTE OVEY {the 1si8uC

exerciged UY the najas of ro-vad priop W 19403 continued there~
after Lo b8 ererciged by the Siote of Hedras as the ownersg OI
the Femindsri. The Hadras Cir;vzarﬁments renewed 1cases in 1949,
195‘5 gnrd 1"6‘?,

4; &4 sewad 13.%1& of a;:g:azﬂema in i'ﬁwzcw.r of Indie's clgim-wes
the mu!:riaue&a exerciss of 3urasdietmﬁ 4n the form Of visits
?gnsﬁunfsfﬁmﬁm ﬁf’fiﬁﬁ&l‘& 35, {’i%’feg ‘3954, 19654 ﬁ%ﬁ and

- 4968) 5 survey teams ‘etos and the %;zauita.ﬁnal visii:s 5 ths
$6lamd of ?iig*-ms: enéd- fiahﬁrmen fyon il Ii« wES ,;gninma
--g‘mt tha’é atas time Sbring: His amreise of these rﬁ.ghts over
‘Eapagar tivu hed the Rajs of Bumnad ever derived eny gitle
-from the Government of Ceylon or Pail 8y tributes or ¥axes. -
| ﬁa ﬁerlﬁﬁ 4n vecognition of ite avgﬂeﬁshila or mwereﬁgntg, G &

f.‘ Jﬁfﬁ@ﬁw ﬁsa thg form oF mmia:s and Instruction
o od £ro n 1650 &0 17665 no aﬁwat ;ar 3
ting guet Eechohativi ¥as m@@

'ﬁﬁ@& |
.:tart trf Geylon &ﬂri:ug ihe mtﬂhjl’:ritﬁgh };eﬁﬁﬁa. aat,e.ie‘ and

e _ : . 7 S \ e o B Ulhl'
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Governor G2 L;nc::f‘},ﬁ-!,l to the Com_ smier Gl el fnopouhicly A it A0
H{sa $2EInSE 3 v
v entohicdivet(identifiod in & 3003
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inciuded mwmong 5 pninhabited isl‘fﬁ‘:fi. . within his jurisdiction
1 T

and (b} soms Foriug »ipBe WADS Jhich vefer bo the “Isle de Galo"

or "Chagodina, which ware hcgﬂt so wefor ol &r—f-chm.,vu, 28

bﬂla"tsizw o Gn;mm

.ﬁ.;g The az’i enke Eieac, hwam&, 3;«:39? a very Geterained
?ﬁﬁ%’t ion o ithe gquesiion of sﬂveraiga‘t;; m'cr Eachchativa, wﬁg}z
mmiﬁg to then yested wilh 2pd han‘,m from histﬂriﬂ TintS .

They yeferred to yevoris &oting back o 1658 esteblishing the

. 4s%and we phri of the kingdom of é’sﬁ?mpatam, There were
Irat.eh ané British weps shoving vachehabive as park of Sri Tanka
tefri.tm. This positien was further butfressed when the
;wmxzk of Tndda on sgveral oconsions, had either made
e&aﬂsﬁmﬁa that the island ‘balcngeﬁ ‘to Ceylon or hal not
rofuted when such essertions were mage by Ceylon, Thus &
. Suyvey Parby from Ingis had in 1874+76 referred to 4he *j. ian

' _ﬂ“‘éﬁmgm to Cej Alon vhon the establisheent of i‘rg_:_;_ pmebric ]
m aﬁaﬁcm o1 ?&nhrﬁmtim was»aﬁﬁsiﬁeraﬂ,. Thin was ?.ei't
lengeds m 19“l=D. fie Geylon Government, claiming the -?"- -

: mmralapi e Trignﬂmat;fi

i ; ;ha !am ané nﬁsmﬁ; gamﬂas(ms
Lo ﬁiﬁé !@ﬁ@fﬁeﬂﬁe sovereignty over Wue
' ne 4o ﬁema;j e '&;etisharx ﬂiﬁ&fﬁn
uhﬂﬁ net aﬁmitting the :
epadorinl cias tiﬁixpwitim on thek, agrseﬁ
:' a ﬁhe ﬁzaa ﬁzm uiles gga% of Eachehebiydy
dcay o8 1on si0e, Aftey tho smﬁrm
bﬁ' 192?& The ﬂﬁv&r@aw% af ﬁaﬁﬁs @yiag .msﬁigateeﬁ tiae

@gﬁﬁm@r three m;«a could notadduce sufficiont éﬂﬂﬂ;&%@

&b eatablish oyisd 3 itle %o L8 33:@::& on the park of the
: naj& uf Eamd. An&n;ﬂing’.l.y, in J:maﬁﬁ?é. ﬁm ﬁ—aga' _.T;ﬁi:;‘t}i
' PRRAERE - ¢
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india peconnended o
they were disposed to recognise ihe claim of Ceylon over

the sSecrctary of Btate in London lhai

Zschehativa, subject %o such righis of ownepship as may be
established by the Haja of Rawnad wiich Were, howevey, -
comidersd oy frrolevent $o the quc,stmﬁ of swsrazgntm
his position is very weli known $o the Syi Tanks EiﬁB anﬁ
hms been o E'brbt}g poini; i;hei:- arg:mentﬁu P

. = ?&a m«eﬁaa of 3@1&&&5‘&1&:& ovexr ﬁm mma siﬁw
S | ﬁyaeﬂm hes ja@a moye or less gontinuous without sny .
. challensc fm ma:.a. cmsa émwéd mmﬁtm -
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one of the five uninhebited islands included amons the five

provinces of Jaffnapatnan., Our study in london, et The ilague,
in Gog and in Bombay hed alsc shown that duping ihs Fayﬁﬁguese
periocd {1505-1658) Laczmhauv:; is showp g the 'Isle de Calp?
gnd hter as Chagolina? which 3n mrfmgues:: glgssary Is

axylamm %o mean E:.sicmhma.m¢ A.es:i.mss, Spi Janke side is

- very mtmh aware of the ﬁamemfwae between the Government
of Indds and the Sgeretary of Siabe &iring 1924-24 whaieh -
© - ultimetely ded to the recommendations of i;’ha &wammem o;f ‘
: Eﬁﬁiﬂ. th&t xarzhchatiw helnnge& tt} ﬁa'"l

A& mgar&a mms;ﬁ.mwus gurisﬁm*‘ﬁm:, wﬁ.’n, on ba!anee, A
Ceylon's exercise of soveredgnty over Eachchativa has
bepﬁ moyre or less continuous, at Ieast since 1925,
m’ﬂzﬁut any protest or yeservetions by Indie, =
_i,;_*;_"an, ﬁze mmi&e of aar‘isﬂiﬁt:iﬁn hy Inaia is

’- 'ms
who t‘m& “on baimme, ﬁaﬁ swmignty nmp
Emhghﬁtm was m&ﬁ i wﬁ.ﬁhﬁeylm amﬁ ms uzitﬁ:x -,'__“

Lags ‘.r.._‘ 2

retary W@'ﬂ ﬁ@u Sagei
_‘Ea“iaaa far the astt!aeﬁeaas of tzha ﬁsme Mtar %&m meatiug_

: t-n ﬁ;ﬁhﬂ:s *ﬂ»

Bé&wp&rzy; tie iﬁ ;_sh beinz on wﬂasTameﬂgﬁ With
m@ﬂages £ron his I’rﬁa ﬁiniﬁ%er, the urgency of E:z*a*iving at
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secpetary poinved sut 4o certain domestic -nd external
compulsions, fayouring ah expeditious sebtlement» Auong the
domesiic compulsions, Poreign Secretary gtated , in strictest
confidence, thal aﬂ- strﬁeﬁurﬁvﬁ are reparm& to have been 19:3& %28
in the area an& tisa’z‘ at preaenﬁ, Ahe Syd lenks side 38
?pesmtslw not yeb mta::-s ‘of this. 17 setilement is mﬁsyeﬂ

and kmowlsdge shout vil atﬁke becomes ma:a.lah’ie; aetﬁ:amem;

411 become moére iﬁwtam, Amonz the extoraal sﬁmgaisiﬁas, _
Foreign Ssorelany mt%zzeﬁ the peﬁistent thyeat fﬂm S
mm o lmg!a 1o emrcisé amsmtm, in vigw of tha -exteusive "

yunney BrERL Em&vmu Foreizn Secyetary gam m the

or to teke siventage of &Iy iS
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: pinicn o the - orif Court. Forelisn
ceoretl ¥y eXPIRInGC the difficulties inherent in c‘-:«“{:ﬂ-%va_'-.vm
by & Whiré pariy. _':;—_Ee saié we wish Yo svoid srbitration on

yrz.ncaplra ?‘i}ﬂ in ihe lisht of our experience in the past war

Eachmir in the Security Council, or of arbitretion in ihe. ‘ﬁutrﬂz
| cases and a:mrﬁ rﬁeeam;g on the rquestim ef h’%jachin_, of an’

iﬁﬁia:i planeg %o %}:zst&*}& am the cmseuaent bemning of BVE T
flﬁgﬂta ovay Inddan tersitor :sn. The gb;uactwfz mpartialmty s}f
B thi.ré party tzamw% he gaken for gr&m%ﬂ, msa.ﬁ&s, wordd -
ﬁﬁiﬁiﬁh tended t6 mide with & small agamst a big emtrg. LAy
 An aﬂvar@e ﬁuﬁg&mnt by o taird perty would deprive us. ﬁf
| amwmgas whiah mizht be meured by vilsteyel pais.tmal

1s; Foreign Secrctary siso reminded thal The Intef

£ 36 .isi;er Anvadurai 4948 not favowr exbitration as a

mefium to settle the question of Kechchatim, Any . course other

=) m pﬁlﬁm negotiations wmz}.ﬁ harm our ﬂatiaﬁai Anterest

nen " suflagnee of other foreizn powers(ssgithina) ,'
foct our ﬁmw:ity and econonic dnberests:

m ﬁ*&mnrtum -ﬁw &g_ t 5 :
: maintenance of :

.a.-..

aga emx rsghiss énma by Inddan natamm;agiagﬁ

el nw fall gp t%aa fiﬂf Tank:




=3 ; ﬁ&zﬂa& ifhﬁ;g‘ Wﬁﬂilic
.T'H; e substmzw of the mpasai, i&ze Ghiaf Eiamer s Y

' --_'m’?ﬁ&"ﬁﬁi’ et be war inclines 0 socept the suggested :
-_Salutim “His 611’3?:&3;:1%3 was, however; that he could nok f:al'ta

.351 - The ﬂhiﬂf I-maiasi;e* h&vm, onee agaiiz s$ﬁifma 1’2‘5.&

e IAWTILY ayeeef ihos TR Y ASleynon s DLLEr ik
oY BCoeEm Lo the iglend a8 fithe TEC, “Oreisn Secre Ui ry
ndisited to the Chies Hinister that du ring the rocermt tolig
<ith Spd lanlais 20reign Seoret argl T0=11 ;:f'ur; 8} it eppeared
thet &ri Ionks migh% be agreeable to Graving the bounrd _..r,g - '
line in the histopic wvaterd cf FPal¥ bay & approxins ‘Leiy oRE *11_,&'-. i
to thewest of n&c%ﬁkaiiam, e Sy'§ L&nﬁ‘s Forelgn uecgﬂemvw
VaE sxgsectea Lo sbtmL his. errﬁm eni's vievw on the p% @BH&%R

aré return for telks bolore- the end ef June,

,; ﬁ'{: thas st&ga i:i}e th@f bmvetavy m J.Eﬁ"?!.l Isaﬂu waﬁtca i:z:s

~ Enow wh&thar a ling ca.:{ﬁ not be agreed upon which pésm&

Lraugh Kmﬁm&aﬁm. ?ﬂmigm 8333*&4:31-;' mentioned that m:smas
suggestione had been mooted ‘izy nddan si&etiJE@n&mm, o

- 48da 1éne cutbing through the isiana, and ,idtd)a 1ine skivting

the island, none 6f which was acceptable to Sri lanka, At one-

o stoge, fhe Chier Smra‘mry alsn gugpested i:%mt the ﬁt;-@ng feelmgs |

prevalent dn Tamil Nadn coule help strengthen the Bontyal
Government's hrg&iaiﬁg posture, Foreisn Secretary '_atﬁ thaz

- this had not been lost sisht.of btut 4t aprerently het no
. t,,;_.ﬁf“f@t ﬁn i‘:he 5:*5 Ierka mifes - In this connection the Chjef

: Einistaz- wantef 6 knaw whether any mass Mysteris has been |
%ﬁlﬂt u@ fm Sri Ienka ﬁ?&r Eachﬂhatm, Ferejgpﬁf&qm_f"“ ?é“!‘i

e g on the su‘b;evbm makg R

tha ﬂﬂlﬁsitmﬂ inte confidence wit’hant sim:ing s:.t*: fzh&m the

- wawleég& abouy the 011 sirike ana convince them Bbout the _ﬂeea . G

to ﬁﬂeq@% dhe comprs 55&, I‘Iﬂ wanted to Know winther the

 Prime Minister has seundes the Opposition, Foreign Beovetayy
iR mm; %0 hiﬁ:wmdags, the proposal yas kmown omly toooms .
. -or Yo senier Gabinet Hinist@rs End that probubly Ppime. ﬁ,x;aistaz-
woald 1ike ‘to bave fhe Views of the Chies !ﬁniﬁt&r‘?f Tanil S T
. Hadn bafare dmazas%iﬂg 5:'5 ;aiﬁa the ﬂnpemtiuzz Il.éa&em¢ DS

e ‘-*1093




5
S b - F R . . T T o EErd
deneruel scceblance of the sug estcg sclution, srié that,

if{ical reusons, e gould nel be expected ic

fopr obvious podi

: tgke o ublic stond in favour of it, The Chief kRimistenr,
however, assured Foreign Secretary thet he will help keep

the reactiion ot 2 low key and would not allow it to be ple?ya&
ups Toreign Sawetax-y ap@mcmtaé this gestuve ana ﬁwrﬁﬁﬁﬁd
ihat nathmg should be ‘done o’ eubarrass the Gemgpal o
Governmant or tm ﬁm affair inte on dssue hatween the
Qenlre and the Sfute, Tn this cﬁ:{iﬂﬁ‘ﬁ‘éiml, Yoreign Egﬁmmry

slﬁa rwﬂhd t’nat mma Eaﬁu ﬁw&mz&t el bea%z < e

e¥oRLE. 950rt to. Toraign mgﬁxmﬂm
-e@m nis %allcs widh the %ﬁfﬁm:% '

Lt = e o - 4 p
¥ i -
~L AT Al - 3 g
A5 4 5 g codd % :
: s i i
- - *
- - - - 'l
» . ¥, - -
v ' / <
s T =
. 2 {'\
5 eriod _ ey, %,
2 5 2 £ it ¢
~ e » = ‘ b
. 2 & =,
- o &
- v d e o
" i
ol 5\ : 7 o et e =t o
“p ¥
T - -~ s ) e
i o r' ¥ - .
i v A e e e e L SN T B S i
= 3 1 i " I'\! . . . ) ’—:’_
- ) ; _ X . Zie
= I VR s a3 = 5
. - = ) z'.' . -~y i ! L 3‘"
= N T v - s | R Ty
- i = 7 ¥ : P g g . aase
. = i A - .- A s Tt 1 fads s = _-t
. . ¥ - E ¥ * (LS e b -]
& T A e i hy ?" To5F
' 2 ' i -» 4
B . ' et y
= ; 3 e o -




' Information Sought m .
 Hi:

The legal status of Kachchativu Island (also spelt as Katchatheevu
Island) has long been an emotional matter for the people of Tamil
Nadu. Tt has also had a direct impact on the livelihoods and well-
being of fishermen from Tamil Nadu.

Over the decades, many things have been talked about informally
about the position taken by the Government of India and the
Government of Tamil Nadu during the negotiations to settle the status
of Kachchativu Island between Sri Lanka and India.

In this context, I request the Ministry of External Affairs to provide
me the following two documents:

A summary background note was prepared by MEA for a meeting of
the Informal Consultative Committee sometime in March 1968,
which is said to provide an overview of the legal status of
Kachchativu Island. '

The Record of Discussion of a meeting said to have taken place in
Chennai (then called Madras) sometime in June 1974 between the
then Foreign Secretary and the then Chief Minister of Tamil Nadu
regarding the settlement of the Kachchativu Island issue with Sri
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Lanka.

These documents are said to exist, but I have not been able to locate
them in any public records. Given the emotions attached to this issue
and in the public interest of all Indian citizens, I urge the MEA to
declassify and release these documents in case they exist under a
classified status.
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